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CURRENT EVENTS......

Urban Commuter/Light Rail/Modern Streetcar News!
***

BOSTON, MA - Progressive Railroading reported on September 6th that, during the previous week,
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority's board last week awarded an $811 million contract to CAF
USA Inc. for the delivery of 102 Green Line Type 10 "Supercar" trolleys.

The contract is a key part of the Green Line Transformation Program, which seeks to improve service
reliability, accessibility and safety — including achieving a state of good repair — on the Green Line, MBTA
officials said in a press release.

Artists concept of the seven section, four truck Type 10.

The new cars will be 40 feet longer than current Green Line rail cars and will feature wider door openings to
maximize capacity and efficiency. The design also includes all low-floor boarding to eliminate stairs for
passenger entry. Additional accessibility upgrades include bridge plates at double-leaf doors. The Type 10 cars
also provide state-of-the-art enhanced communications systems.

The new cars will also employ the latest generation of crash-safety technology, MBTA officials said. The
design includes a closed operator cab with increased visibility.

The Type 10 vehicles are currently in the procurement phase, with the design phase scheduled to begin this fall.
The cars will be in design for a few years before pilot vehicles are introduced to the system.
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As conceived, a two-car train of the new seven-section, four-truck Type 10 "Supercars" would be equal in
length to a three-car train of the current Type 7 and 8 vehicles.

BOSTON, MA - On Monday, September 19th, according to Progressive Railroading the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority  returned rail service to its Orange Line after a 30-day closure to complete five years'
worth of maintenance-of-way projects to restore the line to a state of good repair.

The repair period enabled MBTA to respond to safety actions required by the Federal Transit
Administration after the federal department found MBTA to have several safety problems. FTA issued
several safety directives to MBTA earlier this year.

For example, crews replaced thousands of feet of track on the line to respond to FTA Special Directive 22-4,
which mandated MBTA to address deficiencies in personal protective equipment and right of way safety;
correct defective track conditions; and address management practices that negatively impact track repair. FTA
noted in the directive that defective track conditions forced MBTA to implement “slow zones” where trains
were operating at restricted speeds, MBTA officials said. Those restrictions significantly affected the transit
agency's ability to stay on schedule.

“A tremendous amount of choreography, coordination and hard work has been accomplished during these 30
days, including over a dozen projects to replace rail, track, signals, rail fasteners and more that would have
taken the T five years of nights and weekends to accomplish,” said MBTA General Manager Steve Poftak.

Other work completed during the month-long service outage includes rail-tie replacement, rail-fastener
installation, signal upgrades and weatherproofing.

SAINT LOUIS, MO - The East-West Gateway Council of Governments has approved a $1.26 million federal
grant for Loop Trolley operations in St. Louis.

The federal funds come from Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality grant. The Loop Trolley Transportation
Development District will provide a $600,000 local match using sales-tax revenue, Bi-State Development
officials said in a press release. 

https://www.looptrolley.com/


BSD took over operation of the Loop Trolley in February. BSD will continue to operate the system through
June 30, 2025.

 

 

The trolley line went off line in December 2019, with a brief resumption of service in mid-2020. Service
restarted Aug. 4 to avoid a default on federal transportation loans awarded to the Loop Trolley several years
ago, BSD officials said. One car is currently running on the 2.4-mile route four days a week for eight hours.
Those operations will continue through Oct. 30, then the trolley cars and infrastructure will undergo annual
maintenance projects and safety inspections so service can resume next spring, BSD officials said.

OTHER TRACTION ITEMS:

New Traction Floors From Bowser Manufacturing!
 

During a major part of the latter half of the 20th century, Bowser Manufacturing of Montoursville,
Pennsylvania produced four HO scale model traction kits, a 1906 Brill Semi-convertible streetcar, a 1948
model All-Electric PCC streetcar, an Indiana Railroads High Speed interurban car and a Jewett-built Lehigh
Valley Transit interurban car. All four used a power truck with a motor mounted directly over the four wheels
that allowed small- turn-radius operation.

When the elliptical-shaped magnet became unavailable in the mid-1990s, the Bowser CEO, Lee K. English
decided to revamp the entire drive and Joe Delia of Proto Power West developed a flywheel addition for the
drive when, at the last minute, the double shaft motors originally planned for the drive became unavailable.

When kit building started to give way to ready-to-run, Bowser decided to enter the field with models of the
then new and exciting F-Line PCCs from San Francisco, which were ex-Philadelphia PCC cars on which the
1948 PCC model was based. Of course, by that time, off-shore model train production was the rule and Bowser
followed suit. Bowser partnered with California-based Custom Traxx, who had all the data needed and was
very familiar with Philadelphia and San Francisco PCC cars, and HO scale models of those F-line models
started to become available in 2009.

Of course the four metal-bodied kit bodies had been produce for many years and many modeler had them. The
metal bodies had sufficient weight for tracking (7 to 9 ounces), so a light 3D printed floor should work. No
underbody equipment was molded under the floor to allow the modeler to add weight if necessary or their own
underbody equipment items. So with the advent of 3D printing, it made sense to make floors for the older
bodies. So last month, Bowser started producing 3D printed floors for several HO scale Bowser trolleys and
some plastic models from Bachmann and Ken Kidder.



At the time of this article, the MSRP for such floors was $10.00 each. Having used 3D printed floors for
LRV/LRT models, we can attest to their reliability. Check the Bowser web site for more data.
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